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Conveyancing

of freedom had been a golden age that the revolutionary aspect of the doctrine became important through Rousseau's work.

Contravallation, Lines of, form a chain of works around a besieged place to resist the sorties of the garrison.

Contrayerva, a medicine once in much repute against snake bites. It consists of the root stocks (rhizomes) of different species of Dorstenia, a tropical American plant of the natural order Artocarpaceae.

Contreras, Battle of, (Aug. 19-20, 1847), in the Mexican War, forms one of three engagements, the other two being at Churubusco and San Antonio, fought by Gen. Winfield Scott on his march from Verz Cruz to the City of Mexico. The American forces numbered 4,500, of whom less than 100 were killed and wounded; the Mexicans, about 19,000, of whom over 1,500 were killed or captured.

Contribution, in general, the act of giving conjointly with others. In a military sense, contribution indicates the imposition, by an enemy, of a levy upon the citizens of a town or country for forage, conveyances, etc., for the use of invading troops.

Contrition, or sorrow for sin, in Roman Catholic theology, 'with a firm purpose of not sinning in the future.'

Controller Bay, at the mouth of the Bering River, Alaska. In his message to Congress President Taft declared that 'it lies about 25 miles from very valuable coal deposits,' and that the construction of a railroad would materially assist the development of Alaska.

Contusion.   See Bruises.

Conularia, a genus of fossil shells which resemble cones open at the base.

Conundrum, a kind of riddle, usually in the form of a question, the answer to which involves a pun.

Convection Currents.   See Expansion.

Convent.   See Monastery.

Conventicle, (Latin cowo&nticulum, a diminutive of conventus), originally a cabal among monks, was given as an appellation of reproach to meetings of the English and Scottish Nonconformists in the seventeenth century. The Conventicle Act of 1664 was passed for their suppression.

Convention, in general usage, a rule of conduct established by custom or agreement; in diplomacy and in military affairs, an international compact or agreement other than a treaty; in a political sense, an extraordinary gathering of representative delegates for a definite purpose.

Political Conventions^ in the United States

are local, State, or national assemblies of representatives of the various political parties for the express purpose of selecting candidates for elective offices. See ELECTIONS; REPRESENTATION; REPUBLICAN PARTY; DEMOCRATIC PARTY. Consult J. Bryce's American Commonwealth (1914).

Convergence, in mathematics. See SERIES.

Convergence, in biology, a term used to designate the appearance in two forms, not nearly related, of similar characters, which have been developed as an adaptation to similar conditions, and are not derived from a common ancestor.

Conversano, town, Italy, has a fine thirteenth-century cathedral and ancient castle. Wine and oil are exported; p. 13,000.

Converse, Florence (1871- ), American author, bom in New Orleans, La.; graduated from Wellesley College. On staff of Atlantic Monthly, 1908-30; author of novels, short stories, poems. Among recent works are Sphinx, Efficiency Expert.

Converse, Frederick Shepherd (1871-1940), American composer. His opera The Pipe of Desire was the first work by an American to be performed at the Metropolitan Opera House, New York City. His works include operas, oratorios, symphonic poems; Orchestral Fantasy 'Flivver Ten Million3; Tone Poem California; Suite for Piano From the Hills; Cantatas There were Shepherds Abiding in the Field, and / will Praise Thee, 0 Lord; and various songs.

Conversion, a conscious change of heart prompting to a new life. The word is applied also to a change of creed.

Conversion, in law, is an unauthorized or unlawful taking of personal property and assumption of ownership over it.

Conversion, in logic, signifies that onr proposition is formed from another by interchanging the subject and predicate.

Converter, a vessel used in the Bessemer process of making steel. See CASTING; STEEL.

Convertible Paper Currency, paper currency, chiefly of bank notes, which can be converted into cash on demand.

Convex Lens.   See Lens.

Conveyancing may be denned as the art of creating, transferring, and extinguishing legal rights over real property. Sometimes it is used with reference to rights over personal property also. The instrument of conveyance by which real estate is transferred is known today as a deed. It should contain the names of the parties; words of conveyance describing the tenure, as to A, or to A and his heirs forever, by